Femininity and Thai Buddhism
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The Thai
Lay
Buddhist
Gaze

*Laura

Mulvey, "~ \WHAT IF ALLTHE MALE CHARACTERS

“Visual

Pleasure and POSED LIKE THE FEMALE ONE

Narrative

Cinema”

*Michel
Foucault,
Discipline and
Punish




Case #1: Coyote-Dancing Monk
( 0:20-1:00)


https://video.sanook.com/player/453995

St sl o

s'h’ i‘ N

Case #2: Miss Tiffany and Phra Jazz



"[This ordination] is not against the principles of

Buddhism. In both mind and body [Phra Jazz] is a full
man and he has the determination to ordain” (lidafumnan

voansEHNEME naanmaalaazieane Fuiludnedui naziinnusa o
wadawun). - Importantly, from the physical and mental
examination, he i1s a normal male. There are no
characteristics of the third sex, instead there is only a

quiet man with a gentle manner. By removing the

silicone from his breasts, we could perform the
ordination ceremony for him” (addgnmsasiesuumonazialan
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- Abbot of the temple where Phra Jazz ordained, Phra
Atuwatee Bhikkhu of Wat Liab
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Case #3: Phra George on Woody Talk Show (0:43-2:30)







Case #5: The Monk on a Boat




